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Africa, A Continent of Hope

journey often begins without a map. There is no marked trail to the summit, only the belief 

that each step forward, however small, brings the destination closer. This has defined the 

Amity Foundation's decade-long commitment to Africa, a path built not on certainty, but on 

perseverance and practical action.

When one thinks of Africa, images of breathtaking landscapes and vibrant cultures come to mind. Yet, 

behind this beauty lie persistent challenges: gaps in infrastructure, healthcare, and education, alongside 

social and political complexities. For many communities across the continent, daily life remains a struggle.

At Amity, we believe that Africa’s progress is part of the world’s progress. As China develops, we recognize 

a shared responsibility to contribute to international humanitarian efforts - to walk alongside Africa in its 

pursuit of sustainable development. Having benefited from global solidarity throughout our own growth, we 

are committed to giving back. This means transitioning from learning from the world to actively partnering 

with it, creating a meaningful cycle of mutual support.

In 2015, we established our Africa Office in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, marking a first step into a new chapter. 

Since then, we have launched projects in food security, community development, disaster relief, education, 

and support for people on this continent. The work has not been easy. Navigating different contexts requires 

more than goodwill. It demands local understanding, trust-building, and adapting to realities on the ground. 

Challenges have ranged from funding constraints and talent gaps to logistical and safety concerns, all 

against an evolving global backdrop.

Yet, where there is purpose, there is a way. Through patience and partnership, our projects have taken root. 

From ensuring clean water and building school facilities, to providing scholarships and emergency relief, 

A



Africa, A Continent of Hope

02

General Secretary

The Amity Foundation

Time with the General Secretary

each initiative reflects our core belief and brings in practical, lasting impact. Programs 

like the Living Water Campaign, Torch Project, and Love Dream Sponsorship are not just 

projects; they are stories of change, co-written with communities.

In this issue, we invite you to look back on a decade of footsteps across Africa, steps 

taken together, seeds planted in hope, and lives touched along the way.

In Africa, we see more than need. We see promise. We see tomorrow.



Amity Milestones in Africa

● Amity participated in the 3rd 
China-Africa People‘s Forum in 
Khartoum, Sudan.

● The Amity Office in Africa (and 
Amity Printing Africa Service 
Center) was officially established 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

● Amity took part in the 1st China-Africa 
Public Diplomacy Forum in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and co-hosted the China-Africa 
Philanthropy Exchange and Cooperation 
Sub-Forum with the China Charity Alliance.

● Amity launched its first major  
project in Africa, the Living Water 
disaster relief initiative in Addis 
Ababa, Kenya.

(2014-2024)

2014

2015

2016

2017
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Special Attention

● Amity partnered with Hongshun Coffee, a Chinese 
company in Ethiopia, to launch the first Amity Coffee. 
Proceeds generated were used to support Amity's programs 
for underprivileged children in Ethiopia.

● With the funding for overseas work, the Ethiopia 
Schoolbag Project benefited 500 poor local children.

● Amity Office in Kenya and Amity Printing Kenya Office were established in Nairobi.

● The Amity Love Dream Sponsorship Project was launched, supporting 1,730 
students in slums across Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania by 2022.

● Amity continued the Ethiopia Schoolbag Project, supplying nearly 500 children 
with school supplies, promoting inclusive and equal access to education.

● Amity also provided desks and chairs for seven schools in the Mathare slum of 
Kenya, benefiting nearly 400 children directly.

● Amity Board Chair Qiu Zhonghui attended the 2nd Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation and signed an MOU with Ethiopian government 
representatives to invest in local social enterprises.

04
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● Amity Torch Project was launched to provide scholarships and 
learning materials to students in Asian and African countries.

● Amity implemented the Amity Food Aid Project in Ethiopia, 
supporting over 200 children with staple foods and hygiene 
items.

● Amity co-hosted online exchanges on pandemic response 
with NGOs from Ethiopia and South Africa.

● Amity Torch Project 
provided scholarships 
and supplies to 2,090 
children in Ethiopia, 
Kenya, and Uganda.

● Amity carried out the Warm Heart Pack 
Project, providing medicines and masks to 600 
people in Nigeria.

● Amity Living Water Project supported 
the construction of toilets, water tanks, and 
handwashing facilities at Evergreen Primary 
School in the Mathare community of Kenya, 
improving the school's basic infrastructure. 149 
students and teachers directly benefited.

2020

2021 2022
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● The Warm Heart Pack Project was relaunched, reaching 4,800 people in Angola and 
South Africa.

● With the funding for overseas work, Amity launched the Mathare Carnival Project 
together with the Dream Building Service Association, benefiting over 3,000 local people.

● Amity Living Water Project was included in the Belt and Road Forum practical 
cooperation list and selected as a “Small yet Beautiful” demonstration case by the China 
NGO Network for International Exchanges.

● Under Amity Living Water Project, Amity supported the construction of a drinking 
water system at a rehabilitation center for children with learning difficulties in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. The project aims to improve water access and sanitary conditions for 420 
students and staff upon completion.

● Amity Board Chair Qiu Zhonghui visited Nigeria and continued the Amity Food Aid 
Project, benefiting over 2,200 people.

2023

● Amity Living Water Project kicked off in Kenya. The project aimed to improve water 
safety and hygiene awareness in schools of Kenya and Sierra Leone.

● Amity Foundation and the Kenya Children's Promotion Alliance co-hosted the 
Water Security and Child Development seminar in Nairobi, Kenya.

● During the Seventh China-Africa People's Forum, Amity co-hosted the Parallel 
Session on Persons with Disabilities, Women, and Children Cooperation in Changsha.

● Amity Torch Project expanded to support 100 poor students in Congo (Brazzaville) 
and Sierra Leone.

● Amity team, led by Assistant to General Secretary Zheng Wei, visited Ethiopia 
and distributed food and supplies to children supported under the Amity Food Aid 
Project.

● Amity collaborated with Transsion to launch the Africa Hopeful Campus Program, 
supporting schools in Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania with educational facilities and 
arts programs.

2024
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Amity Foundation Co-hosts the 
Parallel Session on Persons with 
Disabilities, Women, and Children 
Cooperation during the Seventh 
China-Africa People’s Forum

rom July 24 to 26, the Seventh China-Africa People’s Forum and the 
Seventh China-Africa Young Leaders Forum were held in Changsha. The 
event brought together over 200 delegates, including political leaders, 

former officials, party and youth representatives, as well as NGO and think tank 
members from more than 50 African countries.

F
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On July 25, the thematic forum on "Cooperation 
on Persons with Disabilities, Women and Children" 
was successfully convened, jointly hosted by 
the Amity Foundation and the China Disabled 
Persons' Federation.

Under the theme "Promoting Sustainable and 
Inclusive Development, Building a China-Africa 
Community with a Shared Future", the forum 
aimed to deepen exchange and cooperation in 
key fields such as education, employment, and 
rehabilitation for women, children, and persons 
with disabilities. Approximately 200 participants 
attended, representing government agencies, 
social organizations, academic institutions, 
businesses, and media from China and over ten 
African nations.

During the forum, Ling Chunxiang, General 
Secretary of the Amity Foundation, delivered a 
keynote speech introducing Amity’s work in Africa 
and signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with a Kenyan partner on behalf of the foundation. 
Professor Zhu Feng, Board Member of Amity and 
Dean of the School of International Relations at 
Nanjing University, moderated the forum and 
delivered insightful closing remarks.

Eleven representatives from China, Angola, Kenya, 
Nigeria, and Tanzania shared practical experiences 
and insights on supporting women, children, 
and persons with disabilities, contributing to the 
dialogue on inclusive development and China-
Africa civil society cooperation. The forum also 
witnessed signing ceremonies, with four Chinese 
organizations formalizing partnerships with 
African counterparts through MOUs and donation 
agreements.
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In addition, Amity representatives including Associate General Secretary She Hongyu and Assistant General 
Secretary Zheng Wei participated in the China-Africa Economic and People’s Livelihood Cooperation Exchange 
on July 24, engaging with African partners to foster mutual understanding and collaborative opportunities.

Through platforms such as this, the Amity Foundation continues to strengthen people-to-people ties and 
advance sustainable development across China and Africa, embodying the spirit of solidarity and shared 
growth.
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The Boy, the Donkey, 
and the Well of Hope

n the arid, sun-scorched plains of Ethiopia’s Somali region, water is not just a resource - it is a journey. A 
daily pilgrimage across dust and stone, under a sky so wide and empty it seems to swallow hope.

Fourteen-year-old Idris knew this journey well. His family’s small plot of land had been withered by years of 
relentless drought, only to be drowned by sudden, unforgiving floods. Survival was a fragile thread. Every other 
day, he would set out before dawn with his family’s old donkey and eight large plastic barrels. The trip to the 
nearest water point was one hour each way - a two-hour trek under the burning sun for water that was murky, 
often contaminated, and never enough.

I
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“Each barrel holds about 10 liters,” Idris explained quietly to a team from 
the Amity Foundation one scorching afternoon. “It lasts my family of six 
for two days.” As he spoke, his elder brother arrived at the well, breathing 
heavily. Without a word, the brother dropped to his knees, cupped 
his hands, and drank directly from the muddy runoff pooling near the 
borehole.

The Amity staff watched, hearts heavy. Idris glanced at them, a little 
embarrassed but resigned. “We ran out of water purification tablets a 
long time ago,” he said. “At home, we boil it. But out here… when you’re 
that thirsty, you drink.”

That scene, repeated in countless variations across villages in the region, 
was what Amity Living Water Project had come to change. Launched in 
2017, the project was born from a simple, urgent belief: that access to 
clean water is not a privilege, but a fundamental right, and the first step 
toward dignity, health, and a future.

For communities like Idris’s, water scarcity was a chain that locked families 
into poverty. Women and children, traditionally tasked with fetching 
water, spent hours walking, leaving little time for school or work. The 
water they carried home often carried disease. In a place where climate 
change was not a distant warning but a daily reality, resilience was 
running dry.

Amity team, working with local partners, began installing storage tanks, 
transporting water with trucks and building sanitation facilities. In Idris’s 
village, the transformation began slowly but surely. Clean, safe water 
started to flow, not from a distant, muddy hole, but from a tap near his 
home.

The day the new water point was completed, Idris’s donkey stood idle. 
For the first time, he did not have to spend his daylight hours on that 
exhausting trek. Idris brought his relatives to see the tap. They laughed as 
clear water splashed into their clean buckets. “We can drink this without 
boiling it?” his youngest sister asked, eyes wide. Idris nodded, smiling. “Yes. 
This water is safe.”
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The change rippled outward. At the Evergreen Primary School in Kenya’s Mathare Community, new latrines and 
handwashing stations were built. Elizabeth Kimani, the principal, beamed with pride. “Before, our children had 
to use open pits outside. Now, they have clean toilets and water right here. They can focus on learning, not on 
their thirst.” Attendance rates climbed. Cases of waterborne illness in the community began to fall.

But Amity Living Water Project was never just about infrastructure. It was about building knowledge and 
ownership. Amity held workshops on hygiene and water management, training local volunteers to maintain 
the systems. In April 2024, community leaders, NGOs, and partners from across Kenya and beyond gathered in 
Nairobi for a “Water Security and Child Development” forum, sharing stories and strategies under the shared 
goal of a water-secure future.

Back in Ethiopia, Idris sometimes still visits the old water point. It stands quiet now, a relic of a harder past. He 
thinks of the long walks, the weight of the barrels, his brother drinking from the dirt. Then he turns toward 
home, where his mother is cooking with clean water, his sisters are doing homework, and the donkey rests in 
the shade.
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The journey for water is over. A new journey for education, for health, 
and for a life beyond survival has just begun.

In the heart of a changing climate, where droughts and floods etch 
uncertainty into the land, the simplest gift is not just water. It is time. It 
is health. It is a childhood reclaimed. Amity Living Water Project is more 
than a project, it is a promise, carried well by well, village by village, 
across the thirsty soil of Africa. A promise that every long walk can end 
at a source of hope.
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Education Support, Empowering 
Children for a Brighter Future

ducation is the intellectual foundation for modern scientific and technological advancement, as well as 
the basis for a nation or region to achieve modernization. In recent years, the Amity Foundation has 
carried out various educational support projects in African countries, enabling more African children 

to receive better, more sustainable, and stable education. These efforts aim to help drive sustained local 
economic growth, foster innovation in science and technology, and promote comprehensive social progress.

E

Africa Hopeful Campus Program

This initiative partners with Transsion Holdings to equip 
schools in under-resourced communities across Kenya, 
Uganda, and Tanzania. By providing essential resources 
like desks, chairs, and blackboards, and introducing arts 
education, the program creates a more conducive learning 
environment and enriches the educational experience for 
local children.

Amity Torch Project

This project offers scholarships and essential learning and 
living supplies to underprivileged students in developing 
countries and regions in Africa and other continents. By 
alleviating financial barriers, it helps ensure children can 
consistently attend school and focus on their studies, so 
as to promote local education development and realize 
educational equality.
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Love Dream Scholarship

Aimed at supporting students in the slums in African 
countries, this scholarship program provides crucial financial 
aid that empowers children to pursue their education 
despite economic hardships.

Ethiopia School Bag Project

Benefiting hundreds of children in Ethiopia, this project 
provides school bags, pens, notebooks and other school 
supplies. These basic supplies help ensure children have the 
tools they need to learn and exercise their right to inclusive 
and equitable education.
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Amity School Desk Project

By supplying desks and chairs to seven schools in Kenya's 
slums, this project directly improves the classroom 
environment, allowing nearly 400 children to learn with 
greater comfort and dignity.

These projects represent seeds of 
hope planted in the vast landscape 
of Africa. By ensuring access to 
education and essential learning 
tools, the Amity Foundation works 
to empower generations of children, 
fostering the resilience, skills, and 
knowledge needed to shape their 
own destinies and contribute to their 
communities' progress.
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n the mountainous landscapes of Leishan County in Guizhou Province, where over 84% of the population 
is Miao ethnic minority, a quiet revolution is unfolding in maternal and child health. Here, traditional 
barriers - geographic, economic, and educational - once kept modern healthcare at a distance. Today, a 

collaborative effort between local mothers, village doctors, county nurses, and social organizations is rewriting 
the narrative, ensuring that the earliest and most critical days of life are nurtured with science, care, and dignity.

I

Miao Mothers, Healthcare Workers, 
and a Shared Journey of 1000 Days
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For generations, many Miao women held to older 
practices: limited prenatal checkups, home births, 
and a quick return to labor after delivery. While 
economic development has shifted perspectives, 
new challenges emerged. Mothers like 46-year-
old Wu Ying and 26-year-old Xue Li represent a 
determined new generation. They never miss a 
prenatal appointment, even if the journey to the 
neighboring city involves bumpy rides on a farm 
tricycle or long walks along mountain paths. 
Their desire to give their children the best start 
is palpable, yet they often feel overwhelmed 
- constrained by tight family budgets, limited 
schooling, and gaps in practical knowledge 
about pregnancy and infant care.

“In the past, many families who could afford 
it would go to bigger cities like Kaili, about 
40 minutes away, to give birth,” explains 
Xiong Yan, head nurse of the obstetrics 
department at Leishan County Maternal and 
Child Health Hospital. “It was a double-edged 
sword. It reflected the limitations here, but 
going elsewhere also meant higher costs and 
uncertainties.” Her hope was simple yet profound: 
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to elevate local healthcare standards so that 
mothers could confidently access quality 
services right at their doorstep.

That hope found a pathway in 2022 with 
the arrival of the Amity Sprouts on Earth 
Program, a program launched by the Amity 
Foundation in collaboration with Alibaba 
Philanthropy. The project takes its name 
and mission from a global consensus: the 
first 1,000 days, from pregnancy through a 
child’s second birthday, are the most critical 
window for nutrition, development, and 
lifelong health.

“The beauty of the program is its 
comprehensive perspective,” says Du Ying, 
Director of Amity’s Public Health team, 
who has been with the initiative since its 
inception five years ago. “It doesn’t just 
focus on pregnancy or infancy alone. It 
combines nutrition support with awareness-
building, serves individual mothers while 
strengthening the entire local healthcare 
system, from village clinics to county 
hospitals. This integrated approach is what 
makes it sustainable.”

On the front lines are the village doctors, 
over 100 of them traversing Leishan’s 154 
villages and countless hamlets. They are 
the first to know who is pregnant, what the 
family circumstances are, and where support 
is needed. To empower them, the program 
provides portable medical kits - containing 
blood pressure monitors, stethoscopes, 
scales, and glucose meters - enabling basic 
prenatal care right in mothers’ homes.
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“It builds trust,” says Nurse Xiong 
Yan. “When villagers see their 
local doctor capable and well-
equipped, their confidence in our 
local system grows.” She stays 
connected with village doctors 
through dedicated WeChat 
groups, ensuring no update or 
need goes unnoticed.

For mothers, the support is 
both educational and practical. 
Scientific nutrition management, 
i.e. regular home visits with 
dietary guidance, supplement 
advice, and health monitoring, 

becomes a lifeline. Jin E, a 
mother with limited schooling 
and a history of difficult 
pregnancies, found reassurance 
in the consistent visits from her 
village doctor, Yang Lin. “Maybe 
it’s just a few reminders each 
time,” says Qian Yawen, Amity’s 
project officer in Leishan, “but 
for mothers with little medical 
knowledge, these reminders can 
be crucial.”

Then there is the “delivery kit” 
- a carefully curated, foldable 
suitcase filled with essentials 

for both mother and newborn: 
from maternity pads and nursing 
bras to infant clothing, diapers, 
blankets, baby wash, and even 
an illustrated parenting book. 
“We aim for mothers to be 
‘mobile’ - check into the hospital 
with just this bag in hand,” says 
Xiong Yan. For families stretching 
every yuan, this kit is more than 
convenience; it is a tangible 
expression of care that eases 
financial and mental burdens.

The program also invests in 
training for township and 
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county-level health workers, 
updates medical equipment, and 
facilitates knowledge exchange, 
strengthening the entire 
healthcare network. Since 2019, 
Amity Sprouts on Earth Program 
has taken root in 24 counties 
across 8 provinces, benefiting 
over 1.63 million women of 
childbearing age. In Leishan 
alone, the first phase supported 
500 pregnant women, provided 
120 medical kits to village 
doctors, held over 20 training 
sessions and 40 rural health 
outreach activities.

The outcomes speak in subtle 
yet significant changes: earlier 
prenatal registration, higher 

rates of systematic pregnancy 
management, reduced maternal 
anemia, and increased early 
pregnancy detection. “Even 
a 0.1% improvement in these 
indicators contributes to 
the long-term health of a 
community,” reflects Du Ying, 
herself a mother. “Every small 
step matters.”

Back in the Miao villages, the 
mothers look to the future with 
quiet hope. Jin E named her 
son Jiajie, “hoping he will excel 
and contribute to society.” Xue 
Li called her daughter Xinran, 
“wishing her to be as warm and 
vibrant as the sun.” Wu Ying, still 
thinking of a name, simply says, 

“I just want my baby to grow up 
healthy.”

These children are more than 
individual “new sprouts”. 
They are tomorrow’s dawn, 
nurtured by the collective 
commitment of their mothers, 
the white-coated angels in their 
communities, and a shared 
belief that every life deserves 
a strong, healthy beginning. In 
the mountains of Leishan, the 
first 1,000 days are no longer a 
silent struggle, but a supported 
journey - a testament to how 
compassion, collaboration, and 
comprehensive care can blossom 
even in the most rugged terrain.
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he launching ceremony for the Yunnan Digital Disaster Preparedness Projects and a specialized 
training session on social organizations’ participation in resilient community building were successfully 
held in Kunming from August 13 to 14. The event was co-organized by the Tencent Foundation, 

Yunnan Charity Federation, Amity Foundation, and One Foundation, and hosted by the Yunnan Lianxin 
Community Foundation.

During the project case-sharing segment, Tan Hua, Director of Community Development and Disaster 
Management at Amity Foundation, delivered an insightful presentation on the evolving landscape of disaster 
response. Using Amity’s recent experience in responding to the Gansu Jishishan earthquake as a case study, 
she illustrated how digital disaster response mechanisms offer distinct advantages over traditional methods. 
These include precisely addressing the individualized needs of beneficiaries, supporting the recovery of local 
markets and employment, and fostering collaborative efforts across various sectors of society.

T

Amity Highlights Digital 
Disaster Response at 
Yunnan Training Session
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Following this, Xie Jie, Assistant Director of Community Development and 
Disaster Management at Amity Foundation, provided a detailed introduction to 
the foundation’s upcoming elderly care initiatives in Yunnan. She covered policy 
interpretation, issue analysis, project activities, and partner selection related to digital 
disaster preparedness and resilient community building. The presentation specifically 
highlighted two projects: the Elderly Meal Assistance Action and the Elderly Medical 
and Care Service Project.

To offer participants a practical understanding of the concepts discussed, the training 
also included field visits to two Amity project sites in Wuhua District, Kunming: the 
Elderly Medical Service Project at Changkou Township Community Health Service 
Center and the Elderly Health and Care Service Project at Dacun Community, Xizhu 
Sub-district. These visits provided representatives from various social organizations 
with a tangible perspective on integrating digital tools into disaster preparedness and 
resilient community development.

The event underscored the growing role of digital innovation in enhancing disaster 
resilience and community support systems, showcasing Amity Foundation’s ongoing 
commitment to leveraging technology for social good and cross-sector collaboration.
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n the morning of August 22, the Amity Philanthropy Calligraphy and Painting Institute welcomed a 
group of German students participating in this year’s Amity Youth Exchange Program. The young 
visitors from Germany had the opportunity to immerse themselves in the rich heritage of traditional 

Chinese ink painting during a specially arranged cultural session.

The event was led by Dong Guojun, executive director of the institute and a member of the Jiangsu Artists 
Association. As a senior art teacher from Nanjing Zhonghua High School, Mr. Dong guided the students 
through an engaging and interactive workshop on Chinese painting techniques. Participants learned basic 
brushstrokes and were introduced to the aesthetic principles underlying classical ink art, gaining hands-on 
experience in creating their own small works.

The session aimed not only to teach artistic skills but also to foster cross-cultural understanding and 
appreciation. Through direct engagement with brush, ink, and rice paper, the German students were able to 
connect more deeply with a key aspect of Chinese cultural tradition.

Amity Youth Exchange Program regularly organizes such cultural immersion activities, promoting mutual 
learning and dialogue between young people from different backgrounds. This visit to the Institute reflects 
Amity’s ongoing commitment to cultural exchange and international friendship.

O

German Students Experience Traditional 
Chinese Art at Amity Philanthropy 
Calligraphy and Painting Institute
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