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Stepping into
2024 with Faith

s we welcome 2024, the Amity Foundation reflects on a year

of resilience and growth. Despite global complexities, our

total revenue reached RMB 474 million, and our work earned
recognition from both government and society. This achievement is not just

a milestone but a reminder of our responsibility to innovate further.

The new year of 2024 sees the Chinese society furthering on its way of high-
quality and innovative development. In an era of rapid technological change
and societal challenges - from aging populations to rising expectations for

philanthropy - we are committed to adaptive, collaborative solutions.

To respond to the rapidly-changing information and this complex world, General Secretary
we believe action is the best answer. This year is the 39th anniversary of The Amity Foundation
the Amity Foundation. As one of the first charity organizations established

after China's reform and opening-up, Amity has kept our way with the

development of the country and the world. Adhering to the vision of

“abundant lives, more justice, and a better world", and bearing in mind the

doctrine of "telling the truth, doing practical things, and seeking effective

results”, we have been able to target the changing needs of human society

during development, and to explore our way of action.

Standing at the new starting point of 2024, our path forward is clear: to
harness openness, creativity, and action. Together, we will build a more

equitable and sustainable future.



Amity Star Dreamers: Lighting Up
Children’s Astronomical Dreams
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A Young Explorer’s Journey
to the Stars

nce upon a time in Nanjing, China, there was a young boy named Ke.

Even before he started school, he had a fascination with the sky. Every

night, he would gaze up at the stars and wonder about the mysteries of
the universe. He would often ask his parents, “What lies beyond the stars? Is there
really a moon palace on the moon? How wide and deep is the Milky Way?" His
curiosity knew no bounds.

Ke dreamed of one day working in astronomy and exploring the secrets of the
universe. However, his school, like many others, lacked the resources to provide
proper astronomy education. The idea of organizing stargazing events or offering
astronomy courses seemed like an impossible dream.
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But Ke's luck changed when the Amity
Star Dreamers Project came to his
school. This project, supported by the
Amity Foundation and generous donors,
brought a miniature planetarium and
professional telescopes to the school.

It also invited astronomy professors

to give lectures and guide students in

astronomical observations.

One day, Ke and his classmates were
taken to the “Starry Sky Classroom” for
an observation session. The professor
explained the Big Bang theory and the
formation and evolution of galaxies. Ke
was captivated by the infinite charm of
the universe.

As he peered through the telescope,

he saw something he had never seen
before. "What's that?” he asked the
professor, pointing to a bright spot.
“That's Jupiter,” the professor replied.

Ke took a closer look and was amazed
by the details he could see. The stars
appeared in different colors, and colorful
nebulae and star clusters were visible.

After the session, Ke wrote in his diary,
“Compared to the vast universe, | am so
small. But | am not inferior. Now, even
though | am still young, | can embrace
the infinite wonders of the universe.”
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Influence lies in perseverance

Qiu Zhonghui

n January 8, the Charity Influence Forum, hosted by the China Philanthropists, was held
in Beijing. The theme of this forum was "Breaking boundaries". Qiu Zhonghui, Chair of
the Board of the Amity Foundation, and Ling Chunxiang, General Secretary of Amity, were
invited to attend the forum. Mr. Qiu Zhonghui delivered the keynote speech titled "Influence Lies in
Perseverance". On the same day, at the “Heartfelt Goodwill” 2023 Charity Gala jointly sponsored
by China Philanthropist and Weibo, the Amity Foundation was honored with the Influential Charity
of the Year Award, and the Amity Rural Revitalization Medical Development Program received the

Contribution to Rural Revitalization of the Year Award.

o

~
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The following is the speech delivered by Mr. Qiu Zhonghui at the Charity Influence Forum.

Today | am here to share with you the journey of Amity, a public fundraising foundation that has been in
the philanthropy field for four decades.

When we talk about influence, the image of a tree immediately comes to my mind. A tree starts as a tiny
seed, growing gradually into a towering giant. The seed, nestled in the soil, braves the elements, sprouting
roots deep into the earth while stretching its branches toward the sky. The downward growth of the roots
and the upward growth of the branches are intertwined; one cannot exist without the other.

A tree stands firm in its place, adapting to the ever-changing environment. I've often pondered why tree
trunks are round and not square, and why they have so many pathways within. How do they cope with and
adapt to the changing environment? These questions have led me to think about the “interpretation of
trees” in the context of “influence of philanthropy.”
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For a philanthropic organization, its influence is much like the growth of a tree, evolving from its inception
to maturity. Along this journey, it faces trials, accumulates experience, innovates courageously, and breaks
through limitations. Without these processes, an organization cannot grow, let alone exert influence.

In times of prosperity, an organization must not forget its original mission. In times of adversity, it is even
more crucial to hold on to that mission. I'd like to discuss the general growth process of an organization
and its influence from four aspects: starting with the mission, sticking to innovation, arriving at
collaboration, and attaining perseverance.

»A Starting from the mission

Every social organization has a mission, a vision for its founding. This is what we must always adhere to; it's
our starting point and our ultimate goal. No matter how circumstances or environments change, by staying

true to our mission, we can journey further.

| represent the Amity Foundation. Our vision is “abundant lives, more justice, and a better world.” We've
positioned ourselves as four kinds of entities: integrator of resources, innovator of services, builders of
capacity and competence, and advocator of philanthropic principles. This is our original mission.

»2 Sticking to innovation

Now Amity is 39 years old this year. We will celebrate our 40th anniversary in 2025.

Amity is approaching its fortieth year; we'll celebrate our 40th anniversary in 2025. In our early days,

we focused on providing direct assistance to the poor. During the growth phase in the 1990s and the
early 2000s, we followed the national poverty alleviation plan, especially in China’s western regions,
launching integrated rural development projects. This period saw us serve a large population while also
strengthening our organization. In our innovation phase, we expanded from rural to urban communities,

addressing urban issues while continuing our rural services.

Now, in the expansion phase, we're delving deeper into domestic initiatives like rural revitalization while
also going global, gradually implementing projects abroad.

As a foundation established after China's Reform and Opening up, we initially imported a significant
amount of overseas donations - over 90% of our funds came from abroad. It was a process of absorption,
learning, and growth. Now, as we go global, we take on international responsibilities and give back to the

international community.
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Throughout our nearly forty years, Amity has seen numerous changes in content, regions, resource
structures, institutional layouts, and staff generations. Without innovation and collaboration, we would
have declined long ago. Innovation around our mission has been a key focus. Different regions, cities, and
villages in China have diverse needs, necessitating project innovations guided by our mission.

Take our resource structure shift as an example. In 2005, we raised 100 million RMB, with 95% from
overseas. We realized this was unsustainable. We're grateful for the innovation of internet platforms, which
breathed life into our sustainable development. We were the first foundation to launch a public fundraising
project on the Tencent charity platform.

It's the synergy between companies and philanthropic organizations that has helped us transform our
resource structure. Today, 95% of our funding comes from domestic sources, largely from individual
donations via the internet. We're thankful for the public’s support of our philanthropic endeavors.

»2 Arriving at collaboration

All these transformations, including the resource structure shift, require collaboration with various sectors.
So, in addition to innovation, another focus of Amity is internal and external collaboration.

Internally, we've worked on transparency, identification, communication, standardization, execution,
cooperation, and credibility. These efforts are driven by both external online fundraising requirements
and internal needs to respond to and achieve organizational changes. It's an ongoing process of research,
expansion, and serious construction to better collaborate with society.

Externally, we collaborate with the government, academia, media, companies, sector members, and
volunteer forces. The forum’s theme is “Breaking Boundaries,” but I'd argue that philanthropy knows no
boundaries. Why? Because anyone in society can participate in philanthropy, and it requires involvement
from all walks of life. Philanthropy is a societal endeavor.

As members of the philanthropic sector, we mustn’t create boundaries. We must recognize that
philanthropy belongs to society and the public.

We need to fully collaborate with the government, academia, media, companies, sector members, and
volunteer forces, integrating strategies, building cooperative networks, linking online and offline activities,
and innovating across boundaries. Only through the collaboration, cooperation, and participation of the
entire society can philanthropy have a promising future.
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Innovation and collaboration create a philanthropic ecosystem that involves the whole society. We must all
care for and contribute to this ecosystem. Only then can philanthropy progress and improve.

Philanthropic organizations should always remember, “If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go
far, go together.” Building an organization and its influence requires the joint efforts and coordination
of all members, especially the board and management. We must work together with society to innovate
and develop. It's also crucial for all sectors of society to participate in philanthropy and create a healthy
ecosystem.

Only by achieving internal and external interaction and coordination can we serve and benefit more people
in need. This brings us back to our original mission: Why do we engage in philanthropy? It's for those in

need. Our work and influence revolve around this mission.

»A Attaining to perseverance

Only by upholding integrity can we innovate and collaborate. Without integrity, innovation and
collaboration are not only unattainable but also potentially harmful. Therefore, we must always adhere to
integrity and work together to innovate and collaborate.

In a complex world filled with uncertainties, only by steadfastly holding on to our original mission, pursuing
the right mindset, actions, and path, and persevering in doing good, can we build influence. This is an
ongoing journey.

Finally, I'd like to share that there is a light that always makes us look up and chase - it's the light of our
original mission, the light of philanthropy. Let's walk towards the light, towards goodness, warming lives

with lives, influencing lives with lives, and enriching lives with lives.
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Food for Thought: Recognition for
Amity Papa and Mama's Canteen

-

n 2014, the “Papa and Mama'’s Canteen” project was jointly
launched by Amity Foundation and Alibaba Foundation. Over
the past decade the project has provided nutritious meals
to the elderly who live with disabilities and/or are living alone in
rural and remote areas in China.

From humble beginnings, “Papa and Mama’s Canteen” has now
expanded operations to over 200 service centers based across 28
provinces, touching the lives of countless people. The Canteen’s
efforts were recently covered by China Daily in their Policy Review
column, giving our project staff warm affirmation to carry on the

good work:

\

/

Seniors looking after one another

Guideline casts light on community care culture in rural nursing homes

By Li Lei
lilei@chinadaily.com.cn

On a recent afternoon, dozens
of elderly farmers were playing
chess in a courtyard awash with
sunshine, a common scene at the
Madongchuan Township Zhaotai
Village Mutual Support Nursing
Home.

Situated behind them was their
dormitory - rows of cave dwellings,
a unique form of residence in

Yan‘an, a hilly part of Northwest
China’s Shaanxi province.

There are no caregivers in sight.
Instead, the residents look

after one another at the self-
service nursing facility, which
was repurposed from a deserted
primary school in Madongchuan
township.

The younger ones grow cabbages
and other vegetables in a small
patch of land nearby. They cook
outdoors using a shared kitchen,
and the food is delivered to those
with mobility issues. After meals,
many play chess or chitchat at
their leisure.

Local authorities also hired a
retired village doctor to oversee
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the facility so that the residents no
longer have to travel to a nearby
county for less severe health
problems such as cold and fever.

“They were enjoying themselves
in the moment, and leading rather
independent lives,” Zhao Liwen,
secretary-general of Taikang

Yicai Foundation, said of her first
impression about the residents
during a visit in 2019.

The Beijing-based charity donated
1 million yuan ($139,000) to the
nursing home to help expand its
space a year earlier.

When she arrived, the seniors,
all emptynesters in their 80s
and 90s who are either childless
or have children working in big

Resolving shortage

In a recent document issued by
the Ministry of Civil Affairs and

11 other central government
organs, authorities are looking to
older adults to care for even older
ones in rural areas to address a
nationwide shortage of caregivers.

While briefing reporters about
the guideline late last month,

Li Yongxin, deputy director of
the ministry’s elder care service
department, said the department
is working to entice younger
retirees and others with the
“strength and willingness” to
work as caregivers, start related
businesses and offer voluntary
services in the countryside.

"Working in the sector requires
both professional precision and
compassionate warmth,” Li said,

cities, huddled together to wrap
dumplings in anticipation of
Chinese New Year.

The scene was a sharp contrast
from life in the area more than a
decade ago. Village elders used to
live lonely lives, scattered among
the rugged terrain and unable to
access hospitals and other public
services.

Then in 2013, a flood washed their
crumbling homes away, forcing
them to move into the nursing
facility.

“I have been working in the charity
sector for some years, but the
elderly people in Yan'an had left
me with very deep impressions,”
Zhao said.

adding that it is a respectable
profession that helps ease social
and family burdens.

In rural areas, older people usually
rely on family members for care
because commercial services are
either scarce or unaffordable.

However, the age-old arrangement
is facing challenges as younger
people have left rural hometowns
for better paid jobs in coastal areas.

Despite recent government efforts
to vitalize rural areas and create
jobs in the countryside, more

than 176 million rural workers left
home to find jobs elsewhere last
year, a yearon-year increase of 2.7
percent.

The mass migration creates large

The nursing home in Yan'an is one
of the best examples of China’s
ramped-up efforts to tap the
strength of “relationship-based
communities” in rural areas to
ensure fast-graying residents are
cared for.

Compared with a more
transactional or rulebased society
in urban areas, rural communities
in China are known to operate
through personal connections and
mutual trust.

The self-sufficient, interdependent
culture embodied by the nursing
home is being bolstered by
authorities to cope with aging in
the countryside, a decades-long
issue that has been exacerbated
by an exodus of younger residents.

numbers of so-called left-behind
seniors and emptynesters in need
of socialized care services.

Zhao, the secretary-general of
Taikang Yicai, said rural areas

may lag in terms of economic
prosperity, but their closely-knit
communities may lend them some
strength when it comes to elder
care.

The success of the nursing home
in Madongchuan, she said, was
partly because the project has
mobilized local human resources
that would otherwise have been
overlooked.

Rather than relying on caregivers
from outside the village, the
approach is more economically
sustainable.
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Zhao said her foundation is
working with a local university and
authorities in Yan'an to find out

if the project can be replicated in

Cafeteria program

Another area harnessing the
familial atmosphere of rural
communities to care for seniors
can be found in Yangxi village

in the southern part of Gansu
province, which was home to some
of the country’s most intractable
poverty.

Jing Lizhong, a social worker,
witnessed firsthand how a
nonprofit cafeteria had greatly
improved the health of local
empty-nesters and offered seniors
an area where they can gather

for fun or receive services such as
haircuts or blood pressure checks.

Jing, who works with a charity in
Gansu, was first brought to Yangxi
by a project to promote drip
irrigation technology and expand
the profit margin of local apple
farmers.

During his stay, the 35-year-

old was stunned by how older
people there make do with instant
noodles and other convenient
foods.

“There's a type of dried food
called ‘lazybones noodles’. When it
comes to meal time, seniors would
boil the noodles, serve them in
sour soup and make do with it,” he
said.

Over time, such food began taking

\

other hollowed-out villages.

“We're eager to see if the model
can function in the formerly

a toll on the elderly people’s
health.

“Some say they do not even have
the strength to walk around,” Jing
said.

In 2022, a cafeteria was built in the
village as part of a charity project
called Amity Papa and Mama's
Canteen. The project was initiated
by the Amity Foundation and
Alibaba Philanthropy in 2014 and
now has more than 200 cafeterias
in 28 provincial-level jurisdictions.

For just 2 yuan, older villagers can
have a proper lunch in Yangxi,
enjoying foods such as steamed
buns, braised chicken legs and
deepfried pancakes, and the menu
changes daily.

The program covers the bulk of
the meal costs. The program was
launched with an investment
deemed modest by even local
standards. The construction of
the more than 100-square-meter
facility cost just 100,000 yuan
because many younger farmers
came back from urban factories
and contributed labor.

Elderly farmers known for their
culinary skills were recruited to
cook there, and they were happy
to accept the positions because
even though the pay was low,

impoverished places without much
government funding,” she said.

they wouldn’t have to venture
out of the village to find jobs.
Voluntary services offered by

the diners helped mitigate the
need to hire sanitary workers and
administration staff.

"The village's older people’s
committee created a duty roster
to do the cleaning after lunch,”
Jing said.

Over the past two years, the
cafeteria has morphed into a
complex where older people

can get haircuts free-of-charge,
which are given by their peers.
This has saved them the trouble
of visiting a nearby county for the
service, because the village had no
barbershop.

They can also get their blood
pressure tested with equipment
stored at the cafeteria.

When someone passes away,
the facility becomes a makeshift
memorial hall, where villagers
can pay their respects to their
deceased neighbors.

"When some older people miss
a meal or two, others call their
children or make house calls to
make sure no accidents have
happened,” Jing said.
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A Passion for the Profession:
Stories of Amity Social Workers

n the gentle and warm March breeze, we find a profession that embodies
| the essence of warmth and dedication - social work. March 19, 2024,
marked the 18th World Social Work Day, a day dedicated to celebrating the
hard work and contributions of social workers. These dedicated individuals are
not just the protagonists of this special day but also the everyday fighters and
creators of a better life. Rooted in communities, schools, hospitals, and every
corner where help is needed, they perform what may seem like small tasks, yet

are of utmost importance.

Let's take a closer look at the lives and aspirations of a group of interesting and
caring social workers and listen to their stories and wishes.
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Amity Social Workers Speak

66 '

Dandan: With nearly five years in the field, I've come to understand the challenges of this

profession. It demands a great deal of time, energy, and sometimes, even patience. There are
moments when our work isn't fully understood or appreciated. However, the recognition from
those we serve and the sense of achievement and fulfillment we gain are beyond words. It's these

moments that keep us going, no matter how tough the journey gets.

| 27

66 '

Yafen: Being a social worker isn't just a job; it's a transformative process. We often deal with

complex cases, including self-harm, depression, and other crises. Through these experiences, |
constantly reflect on and improve my own way of thinking and acting. In helping others, | also
help myself, growing and becoming a better person. It's a journey of mutual support and

self-improvement.

| 29
66 '

Qingin: | hope that through continuous practice and exploration, we can bring new ideas and

methods to social work. | want more people to feel the care and warmth of society through our
services. | also look forward to more social resources being directed towards supporting social

workers. Together, we can make the world a better and warmer place.

| 27
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Liu Lei: "They Are My Treasures Too!"

iu Lei, a social worker at Amity's Elderly Care Center, defies

stereotypes with her unconventional career choice. Specializing

in geriatric care - a field often overlooked - she has spent years
serving Nanjing's seniors with unwavering dedication.

"Many ask why | chose this path,” Liu shares. "But when | see the smiles
on my ‘old babies’ faces, | know it's worth every effort." Her work goes
beyond basic care; she builds trust, listens to life stories, and even
organizes intergenerational activities.

One memorable moment came when a non-verbal resident with

dementia grasped her hand during a music therapy session. "That tiny

connection was everything," Liu
recalls. "It's not just about duties;
it's about dignity and love."

Liu's journey mirrors Amity'’s
ethos: "Professionalism with
heart." As she puts it, "These
elders are my treasures. Their
resilience inspires me to push
forward, just like my name - ‘Lei’

m

means rock-steady.
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Side Event on “Civil Society
Cooperation for Human Rights
Protection and Sustainable
Development” Held in Geneva

n March 11, during the 55th session of the UN Human Rights

Council, an interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities took place. Qian
Xiaofeng, Senior Director of Regional Development at the Amity
Foundation, shared Amity’s philosophy and practices in serving persons
with disabilities.

The following day, on March 12, a side event themed "Promoting
Human Rights Protection and Sustainable Development through

NGO Cooperation" was

jointly organized by the China
Association for International
Exchange, the China Association
for the Promotion of International
Exchanges of Non-Governmental
Organizations, the Amity
Foundation, and the Geneva
Great Love Foundation. The
event brought together experts,
scholars, and representatives
from non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) both
domestically and internationally.
They engaged in in-depth
exchanges and discussions,
aiming to contribute the
collective wisdom and strength of
civil society to the global efforts
in sustainable development and
human rights protection.



Amity News | 18

Amity Achieves Top FTI Rating For 2023

he 2023 China Foundation Transparency Index

(FTI) report was recently released in Beijing.

We are pleased to announce that the Amity
Foundation received the top FTl rating of 100 for the
11th time since 2012.

The FTI serves both as an indicator and guideline for
foundations in China, focusing on transparency in
information disclosure, internal management, and
external communications. Amity is committed to
maintaining our excellent working relationship with

our partners and spreading love far and wide.

Baby Care Vouchers Action Launched

-
| n January 2024, the Amity Foundation, in
collaboration with the Tencent Charity Foundation,
initiated the "Baby Care Vouchers Action" to
provide continuous assistance to Jishishan County in
Gansu Province, which was affected by an earthquake.
Digital baby care vouchers were distributed to over
2,500 parents of babies born in 2023 in Jishishan
County. Each baby received four vouchers worth
RMB 50 each, totaling RMB 200, which could be used
to purchase infant formula, diapers, clothes, shoes,
hats, and other items locally. This allowed families to
customize their purchases based on their actual needs
through electronic payment.

On February 6, 2024, with the support of the Tencent Charity Foundation, the Amity Little Red Flower
Warm Protection Plan was implemented in Yi County, Hebei Province. The plan provided year-end
coupons valued at RMB 300 each to 997 families affected by the 2023 Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei floods.
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Amity Bakery Shines at Bilibili's Spring Festival Live Show
-

n February 9, with the warm support of
O Bilibili Charity and several popular internet

celebrities, trainees from Amity Bakery
made a brilliant appearance at Bilibili.com's live show
for the Spring Festival. During the live stream, over
35.81 million viewers tuned in simultaneously. The
follow-up video garnered over 1.073 million views on
Bilibili.com, with more than 122,000 shares, comments,

and likes.

Delegation Visits Projects in Africa

rom February 25 to March 8, a delegation from the Amity Foundation and Amity Printing
Company visited our projects in Kenya, Tanzania, and Ethiopia to conduct field research and

assessments.
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Headquarters

71 Hankou Road, Nanjing 210008,
Jiangsu Province, China

Tel: 86-25-83260800

Fax: 86-25-83260909

E-mail: amitynj@amity.org.cn
Website: http://www.amity.org.cn

Important Notice to Readers

To be more eco-friendly and cost-effective, a going-
green option of receiving our publications is available
now. If you would like to receive Amity Outlook in
e-versions instead of hard copies, please send your
confirmation and email address to us at

amitynj@amity.org.cn. Thank you!

Bank Details:

The Amity Foundation

Bank of China, Nanjing Xuan Wu Sub-branch
16 Hong Wu North Road,

Nanjing, Jiangsu, PR China

A/C #: 5105 5820 9952

The Hong Kong Office (HKO)

13/F Ultragrace Commercial Building
5 Jordan Road Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: 852-27238011

Fax: 852-23662769

E-mail: amityhk@amityfoundation.org
Website: http://www.amity.org.cn

Bank Details:

Amity Foundation, Hong Kong

Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corp.
238 Nathan Road

Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR, PR China
AIC #: 127-5-017372

International Office in Geneva

42 chemin du Pommier c/o Conseil
OEcuménique des Eglises

1218 Le Grand Saconnex

Geneva, Switzerland

Amity Office in Africa Amity Kenya Office
Near Western University College, A-block-A8, Canaan apartment,
back of AMCE, Addis Matumbato road, Upper Hill
Ababa,Ethiopia district, Nairobi, Kenya



